Sounds of swallowing following total laryngectomy.
Accelerometer transduced sounds of swallowing in total laryngectomees did not show acoustical differences for liquid vs paste swallows, as are found in normals. Compared with normal swallows, tongue propulsion of the bolus in laryngectomee swallows occurred closer in time to a distinctive spectral change associated with bolus flow into the esophagus. Interpretation stressed the lack of mechanical traction from laryngeal elevation contributing to pharyngoesophageal sphincter opening, and the increased role of tongue propulsion in laryngectomee swallows.